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Who we are 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Accountable – We are prudent with 

resources and take responsibility for our 

actions 

• Visionary – We drive the change that 

will outlive us 

• Inclusive – We do not leave any child 

behind 

• Passionate – We create lasting and 

impactful change 

 

 

 

 

 

Started as an employee passion initiative for Storymoja Publishers in 

2012, Start a Library Trust is a non-profit organization in Kenya with 

its programmes anchored on SDG4. SAL’s programmes target school-

going children in public primary schools aged 4-14 and are focused on 

three pillars; 

1. Establishing vibrant school libraries 

2. Empowering teachers and learners on literacy and life skills for 

sustainability  

3. Advocating for the development and implementation of strong 

policies and measures in the literacy space. 

We focus on establishing vibrant libraries as they are primary providers 

of early literacy and life skills. 

Our libraries are stocked with storybooks, which impact  literacy, open 

up a world of endless possibilities, stimulate minds, spark creativity, 

nurture critical & creative thinking, teach life skills and transform 

narratives. 

We believe that literacy is a critical contributor to economic and social 

development. It removes barriers to education, employment and 

financial independence. 

 

 

To champion literacy by 

creating thriving communities of 

learners and teachers through 

vibrant libraries, capacity 

building and robust advocacy 

One day, every 

learner will have the 

literacy and life skills 

to transform Africa 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Executive Director’s Desk 

 
Since 2012, SAL has scaled up its transformation journey to 22 

counties, serving more than 211,826 learners in 250 public 

primary schools: with a broad range of literacy and life skills 

development projects and strategies.  

With support from corporations, government agencies, 

philanthropists, NGOs and donor organizations, SAL has raised 

KES 75 Million towards establishment of 250 libraries, training 

over 2500 teachers and 5000 Junior Reading Champions, and 

running various advocacy projects. 

In 2022, though characterized by political tension in the run-up 

to national elections, we managed to establish 46 school 

libraries, reaching 22,351 learners and 115 teachers. 

 

Figure 1 :  No. 1- 5 Millions mobilized 
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There has been improvement in indicators in recent years. In 

2021 for example, 41 per cent of our libraries reported 

improved literacy skills amongst their grade 2-6 learners, 

compared to only 32 per cent in 2020. In 2022, 43 per cent 

of our schools reported improved literacy and life skills 

amongst their children directly linked to our libraries. 

We have developed our reputation as a multi-faceted literacy 

development organization. And we have continued to work 

in collaboration with donors, the Ministry of Education, civil 

societies, and individuals to ensure we have the capacity to 

grow our impact. 

SAL Libraries with positive transformation 

 

This report highlights key statistics, developments, and 

achievements relating to our work so far, and with your 

support, we look forward to continuing our efforts in 2023. 

 

Sincerely 

Evelyne Mwandia 

Executive Director 

2020 32 %

202141 %

2022 43%



  

 

Our footprint 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have established projects in 22 counties in Kenya 

 

In collaboration with various organizations and in partnership with public 

primary schools across the country. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

In 2022, The annual 
read aloud 
programme reached 
147,496 learners in 
836 schools, across 
40 counties. This was 
made possible by 
collaborating with 
more than 50 
partners

24% of schools 

reporting 

improved 

general 

academic 

performance 

51% 

teachers 

actively 

implemente

d skills 

gained from 

our training, 

and actively 

made use of 

the literacy 

tools 

provided. 



 

 

Our Partners 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

             

 

 

 

 



Testimonials 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Mr. Samwel Onyango, Elvis Muchiri and Stella 

Achieng’s testimonials are the faces of the impact 

we created in 2022 in 46 schools. 

These success stories serve as our north stars, 

they motivate us to do more, to scale up, and to 

outdo ourselves, so as to create sustainable 

solutions for the many children in need of libraries 

in public primary schools. 

 

 



The Impact path 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

.

Learners have access to 

reading materials 
 

Transformed 

leaders, 

innovators, and 

creators. 

Learners 

access Library 

lessons and 

bookclubs 

Teachers are equipped with 

Library Management Skills 

Learners 

become 

consistent 

readers 



Contact, and Follow us  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email: info@startalibrary.org, reuben@startalibrary.org 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/startalibrary 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/StartALibraryTrust/ 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/startalibrarytrust/ 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2zJ9yXi-r22jGGBo7_Rgpg 

Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/uas/login-submit 

Mobile no. + 254 716 033 433 
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